
Why Open Carry in California? 
   

• For those choosing to carry a firearm for self-defense, who live in counties with  
no-issue CCW policies, Open Carry is the only legal means available. 

• As a form of legal civil protest of unconstitutional CCW issuance policies. 

• To dispel the myth that only cops and criminals carry guns, and to help reintroduce 
the general public and the law enforcement community to the reality that ordinary 
peaceful law-abiding citizens possess, use, and carry firearms. 

• To exercise one’s right. 

• As a visible deterrent to crime.  

• OC is often more comfortable than CC, and offers more ready access. 
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